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Memo to Cole “rogan:
Herewith is draft memo for DCI on the 0SS films and other records in the
- National Ai'chives, togother with excerpts from their publishéd guides and
catalogs in which 038 material is publicized.
As a byproduct of my suvey at the National A;xjchives '.L1aAs\t Tuesday,

in cooperation with the DDS Records Managsment S taff I would

like to recommend that the appropriate officials in CIA undertake further
studies and action as followss

1., That the Records Management Staff negotiate with the National
Archives for the return of the three CIA-controlled 0SS files to CIA
custody (to be followed by the deletion of whatever publicity can feasibly
be dome), in order to avoid future public inguiries and possible administrative

ol Fha /,uu.«lr(,u:-,
embarrassment between CIA and the National Archlves and in arder to restore
these three fragmentary files to the main historical collections in CIA and
thus improve both security control and operating efficlencys

2. That someone in CIA negotiate with State/OIR, similarly, for the
gransfer of the 8 State-controlled 0SS files (now in National Archives)

M‘“‘r kel -
to CIA, where they would be housed the CIA Archives Center, for similar
rdasons of sscurity control and operating efficiency, and also to remove the
present d:}vidad responsibility for handling public inquiries about 0SS
records, ' ,

3. That the State Department be encouraged)}“:o undert,a‘ke future
transfers of 0SS historical records, not to the National Archives but to the
CIA Archives Center, underpf whatever caﬁtrols are appropriate and mutually
agreeale in any given cases

the proper officials in

Le That/CIA undertake to regover the other miscellaneous fragments of

0SS records which have been alieneted from the min collections, including
(when appropriate) z
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Mesmorandum for the Director

Sub jects Public Inquiries about 0SS Historical Records in the National Archives
1. This memorandum is for information onlye -
2. Over a number of years since September 1945, when 0SS was terminated
and its funciions and records were divided between the State Department and
the Strategic Services Unit (SSU), several minor parts of the accumulated records
of 0SS have fr@ to time bgen transferred by each of these two ligquidating
agencies to the National Archives, Eleven such transfers have been accomplished
to dates three files, transferred by SSU (that is, by CIG or @A), between 19L6
and 1948, before CIA established itgbwn Recox% Center/;’\ and the other eight
files, transferred by the State Department between 1946 and 195l Attached
herewith (Annex A) is a descriptive inventory of virtually the entire deposit
(ten of the eleven agcessions), prepared in 1951 by the National Archives and
AL e ke (.

At B3 wand- ¢) oML
Hricfery unclassifisd summaries of all eleven acceqslons N AU N

N

have from time to time been publicized byt he National Archives in its published

classified Secrete

guides and public catalogsp see<innsxEg—B-and -t

#x 3¢ Meafiwhile, the main bulk of ecards of 0SS operational,
intelligence, and support activities have remained divided betwean SSU
(that is, under DDP/FI control, in the R&S Building) and the State Department
(under OIR control). There are also a number of fragmentary files of 0SS
records in the custody of other U.S. government agencies, according to
a survay of World War IImcords made by the National A.rchivesAW;.;:gl\fgublished
in 1951 (see. Annex B, ppe7-8). In addition, General Donovan is said to have
some 0SS rscords in his personal possession in his home in New York Citye -

. 08s
i« The three CIA—controlled,\files of055 in the custody of the National

Archives are as follows:
a. Five motion pictures, 1942-45, produced by the 0SS Field P;’;oto

Branch; 35 reels in valume, These films are described in detail in the public

catalog in the National Archives; see excerpts, in Annex Ce Apparently thews
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these films were all unclassified at the time when they were of fered to the
Nata.onal Archives by SSU, in N vember 19).;5) A~presenty—hewevers—prints—of—— ot

(TN N ) :
thr-ee and they are so ragapdm the National Archives, h«@ther prints of

A
three of thess films (in the custody of CIA/OCR/Graphics Register) are,*
Jeverep, variously classified as "Confidontia.l" and "US O'i'iclal Use Only". inThe
extended t oubt
Gplginalﬁ offer to the National Archives by SSUJ sewme 650 reels,wsxedndmys
c-nvaL
Y 1nclud¥n)£ (a) certain duplicates, which were intended by SSU
for the Library of Congress, and (b) a considerable number of captured films
A, ptoy A Eﬁ 4GS

(summarized in Annex},rp 0 7 ), which somgpime ‘\were trans ferred

from CIA control to the contrel of the State Department, USTA, and/the Alien
¢ Vi Cantaliorn
Property Custodian. In any case, th j‘ lms)are only a small pvart of the 038
. K J\"'
film archivess other parts are/'\in the custody of the Army, the Navy, mmd OCR/

Graphics Register, and other gwerment agencies,

be Property records of various 0SS fiei{d installations, 1942-45. This is

A ioa Toh s marliee Accocile,

a bulky file (about Lli3 linear feet in volume), retired to the National archives
B by SSU/CIG in April 1947. It contains requisitions, purchass arders, and similar

papers relating to 0SS procurement of pr ij'r"c.y equipment, suppliss, and services.
Yl :

)% ("Aﬂmﬁ;i

80
There have never been any public inquiries about this file, mﬁi‘o is understood
from the National Archives official in charge of that file. W», AneTh
the Naltmod Midanta amd- CrA fatrda aon

Cco Correspondence fileg of the (B8 Pictorial Recards Section, mclud:l.ng
its Washington and New Yqrk Offices, 1942-i5; about 33 linear feet in bulka
The Pictorial Records Section was part of the 0SS Research and Analysis Branch,
and is apparently an "ancestor" of the present Graphics Register,OCR/CIAa

) . [ A

Actually this file was part of the 0SS Rk® R&A m&gjrmﬁf;ﬂen which % inherited

by the State Departmemt in 1945, Subsequently, however, Xkmpa Xoorax the file 2
was transferred)to CIA} and in May 1948 it was/offered by % CTA to the National YWY

Archives..—fer—pubtished reférsncesto this-filey,—see—-Annrex—B;po.
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is file, see Annex A, ppe 3, 5 for published references to
it, ses Annex B, pPpe by Te There have never been any public inquiries about
this file at the National Archlves,ﬂ’ft is understood fzv:w M‘“"‘A—

n h. There has nevgr been any secrecy about the existence of these

eleven RiZw 053 files m,\depositea in the National Archives, nor about CIA's

relationghip to SSU

as the agency which
par-sicipated—in—the m ree of thdse files to the Nutional Archives,.
These facts are all revealed in the unclasgsified inter-ageuncy agreements and
correspondence covering those transfers, which are on file in the National
Archives and available for public inspection by interested, bonafide students.

Toutinely publicized .

Furthermore, from time to time the National Archives has igsued-zjeu%—iﬁe—pﬂb}—ie-i%au
aloub-the se 088 fi]_es:-/@m in general terms, in its several,‘guide's (see Annex B) ’
and the five motion pictires are analysed in detail In its master public cataloeg

c“ of historical films (see Annex C). j_Z\ctual access by the public to the 0SS material
itself is, however, carefully controlled, in accordance with var ious restrictions
imposed on the records by the State Department, CIG/CIA, and the A,chivist of the
United States. While there are minor inconsistencies in these r estriction
policies, as they have been Wth& National Archives (see Annex D),
all public inquiries are, in fact, cupgomarily reféered by the National A;r}chives
for final decision either to the State Departmdhbh or to CIA, whichever agency

exercises sccess control over a given 0SS files While public inberest in the

] ~fansr
CIAmcontrolled material has been limited, thus far, to the motion mbwwkar

wd el y public
pictures,t Ik rexi there has been a considerabla?' Wwerest in a number of the

State=controlled aﬂ»:l\intelligence files, so weWom—-teld—by the National

Archives official in charge of thmse records,
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